Architects are sometimes compared to conductors. Architecture
described as the art of integrating various disciplines such as des
mathematics, geometry, physics, dynamics and chemistry. Whe
qualities of the materials are brought out and their beauty and
properly coordinated, abstract plans become concrete. In this'iss!
the SGI Graphic, we cover world-class architect Giampiero Peia

continues to produce innovative works that attract people from are

the world.
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“Buildings are presents for
the future,” says Mr. Peia.
(Milan, January 2014)
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An aerial view of the Milan lkeda Peace
Culture Center, which is a fusion of the
red-roofed Cascina Guardia di Sopra, a
16th-century cultural asset, and a gold
and blue auditorium. A canal runs along
the precinct of the structures. (April
2015)




Giampiero Peia

Born in Italy in 1961. After graduating from the Polytechnic University of Milan in

1987, apprenticed and worked under maestro architect Ignazio Gardella. In 1996,
started his own practice called Peia Associati in Milan. From 2003 to 2006, worked
with illustrious architect Piero Lissoni. In 2004, his wife Marta Nasazzi became his

partner in business. The company deals with wide-ranging works in the international

arena such as city planning, building construction, interior design and the designing
of industrial products. Joined SGI in 2004. Lives in Milan. Men's division member.
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The auditorium shines like gold. Its carp-like shape derived its inspiration
from the Chinese legend, the “Dragon Gate Waterfall,” through which a

carp, if it clears the waterfall, can become a dragon. It was designed to
resemble different symbols depending on the angle from which it is
viewed. (October 2014)
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Buildings and Structures Designed by
Giampiero Peia
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A European SGI summit meeting is held at the center
(January 2014). The entire hall is free of any obstructions
and the lighting is ideal.
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single work with characteristic design represents a city's charm. Including Dubai,
A Shanghai, Paris and London— Giampiero Peia has designed buildings and structures in
18 countries. These stylish and creative works have captured the public’s imagination.
Each of them stands out like the protagonist in the spotlight of a drama with the city as its
stage. Mr. Peia has earned trust and respect to the extent that he has been asked to supporta
project to renovate the United Nations European Headquarters in Geneva. His designs for the
Japan Pavilion and The Coca-Cola Corporate Pavilion at Expo Milano 2015 are also highly ac-
claimed. His monumental works never cease to amaze.
After graduating from the Polytechnic University of Milan, Mr. Peia trained under the famous
architect Ignazio Gardella. He found that the world of uncompromising professionals he had
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Participants at a European SGI youth summi
for expanding friendship held at the Milar
Ikeda Peace Culture Center (July 2014

onstructing

joined was very competitive and unstable. He often lost sleep over this. He drew plan after pla
only to erase them over and over again. He pursued the fusion of beauty, practicality and perpt
tuity. “For me, prayer is the starting point. It helps me awaken to the importance of viewin
things with an unreserved and pure mind,” Mr. Peia says. Whenever he came to an impasse, h
went back to chant daimoku’ to the Gohonzon [object of devotion], which enabled him to devis
unique and innovative designs and make them available to the world. In particular, the creatic
of spaces gently embracing people and the arrangement of light are at the heart of his design
He proposed a concept of sustainable architecture that is friendly to the environment, whic
was widely covered in the media and technical journals. He once again caught attention fro
the world of architecture by his designing of the Guerlain Wellness Center in Doha, Qatar.
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The Coca-Cola Corporate Pavilion at Expo Milano

2015, which Mr. Peia designed to utilize reusable

materials that are friendly to the environment
(May 2015)

Beppe Raso

A 16HHEICRTSNEILHY FUE%HEPE‘ S ki The 16th-century structure, Cascina Guardia di Sopra,

early 2008, he was involved in the construction of SGl-ltaly’s Milan Ikeda Peace Culture Center,
which consists of the fusion of a classical building from the Renaissance period and a contem-
porary stylish structure. This was the very Renaissance building that he studied extensively as
his major subject during his university days. He rejoiced that what he had once researched so
meticulously could truly be utilized to the fullest. He was firmly resolved to meet the expecta-
tions of his mentor in life, Daisaku Ikeda.

During the construction, many issues emerged. In the process of finding solutions to them,
the Hall of the Great Vow for Kosen-rufu was completed in Japan in November 2013, and the
SGl leader sent a message, saying that the new building signifies “a brilliant inner palace of
eternity, happiness, true self and purity that will endure across the three existences of past,
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present and future.” The message struck a chord with Peia. He said to himself, “That's so true!
I should construct a palace representing the people’s heart!” He considered every minute detail
of the new building, right down to the type of soil used on the grounds, the nuance of the wood
used and all the lighting angles, all culminating in the completion of the new center in January
2014. Congratulatory messages were also received from the Italian president and His Holiness
Pope Francis. Now it is used not only for SGI meetings, but also for concerts and other com-
munity events. “To have designed a center named after my mentor in life is my greatest honor,”
says Mr. Peia. Presently, the space of the building he created based on Mr. Ikeda's concept, “a
palace of the people’s heart,” provides visitors with an accommodating sense of comfort.

1. daimoku: The invocation of Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo (literally, “devotion to
the Lotus Sutra of the Wonderful Law”);
the ultimate Law or truth encompassing
life and the universe
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“We have overcome all difficulties with
Buddhist faith.” Mr. Peia poses for a photo
with his wife and partner in business,
Marta, daughter Sofia and son Alessandro.
(Milan, June 2015)
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Italian Government and SGl Italy Signing Intesa

On June 27, ltalian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi (left photo: far left) visited the SGi-Italy
Headquarters in Florence to sign a very important agreement, namely the “Intesa,” between
the Italian Government and SGl-Italy (formally “Istituto Buddista Italiano Soka Gakkai”). The
Mayor of Florence, Dario Nardella, and several representatives of SGl-ltaly attended the signing
ceremony. According to article 8 of the Italian Constitution, the Intesa is an agreement between
the ltalian Republic and a religious denomination other than the Catholic Church. After the
signing with the Italian Government, it is now necessary that the agreement be approved by
both the Senate of the Republic and the Chamber of Deputies of the ltalian Parliament in order
for the whole procedure to be completed. Through the Intesa a religious denomination is
granted various rights, such as the right to freely establish educational and academic
institutions on the Italian territory. As of today, 12 religious denominations, including SGI-ltaly,
have been granted such agreement (Intesa) with the ltalian Republic. The agreement will
officially come into force after its approval by the ltalian Parliament and its publication on the
official journal of record of the Italian government (Gazzetta Ufficiale della Repubblica ltaliana).
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Meeting with the Chinese State Councilor

A Soka Gakkai delegation to China paid a courtesy visit to the State
Councilor of the People’s Republic of China, Yang Jiechi, on May 27 at
Zhongnanhai, Beijing. At the occasion, Mr. Yang recognized SGI President
Ikeda’s dedication to the development of friendship between China and
Japan through cultural, educational and youth exchanges. He further
stressed that the efforts that Soka Gakkai members have long made for
bilateral friendship will be remembered as immortal achievements in the
history of Sino-Japanese relations



